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DETAILED ACTION 
Miscellaneous 

1 . Please note that the examiner of record has changed. 

Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

2. A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set forth 
in 37 CFR 1.17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on April 
16 th , 2007 has been entered. 

Response to Arguments 

3. Applicant's arguments filed in the 04/16/2008 Remarks have been fully considered 
but they are not persuasive. Applicant argues that, "Proehl does not describe how 
his various applications or routines interface with those databases". Examiner 
however notes that, while Proehl discloses a software for controlling access and 
playback of a plurality of data associated with the databases, the claim does not 
requires the in-dept details of "how the various applications or routines interface with 
those database". Proehl's disclosure remains sufficient enough for reading on 
applicant's broadly claimed language. Furthermore, while applicant has nominally 
stated the words "uniform and generic" formats, the exact meaning and scope 
cannot be ascertained from applicant's disclosure. As best understood, the claim 
has been interpreted as being "uniform and generic" because the same application 
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is be used to dynamically control GUI to access and control data associated with a 
plurality of incompatible databases. As a result, rejection is maintained. 

Claim Objections 

4. Claim 24 is objected to because of the following informalities: Claim 24 recites the 
limitation, "said consistent data format", however there is insufficient antecedent 
basis for this limitation in the claim. Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

5. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form 
the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

6. Claims 1-26 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Proehl et 
al. (US 6,690,391 B1). 

Regarding claims 1 and 14, Proehl teaches an interface (software) for linking 
one or more entertainment media applications (GUI) to a plurality of databases (42a- 
42n; 48; 52a-52n - fig. 3), wherein at least two of the plurality of databases contain 
incompatible data concerning entertainment media content (television database, 
music download database, CD track lists, etc., each contain information regarding a 
different type of media, and therefore read on the claimed database containing 
"incompatible" data, see column 5, lines 25-36), the interface comprising: 



Application/Control Number: 10/032,020 Page 4 

Art Unit: 2623 

A plurality of nodes (hierarchical navigable fields, see abstract, "Related AV 
information is organized as items within lists that correspond to various navigable 
fields of a status bare of the GUI during the interactive mode") to retrieve data from 
one or more databases and provide the data to the application (column 5, lines 20- 
24, column 8, lines 60-66, user selects a particular track from the navigable fields, 
causing playback of the data, and hence retrieval of data from the databases), 

One or more services (AV device controls in interactive mode such as play, 
stop, fast forward, etc.) to perform predefined actions (performing the device control 
function) associated with the nodes (column 9, lines 1-15). 

Each of the hierarchical navigable fields (such as CD, album, track listing) 
provide a selectable access to data from the databases (column 5, lines 20-24, 
column 8, lines 60-66), and the AV device controls provides various playback control 
features that can be performed on the selected data. Accordingly, the hierarchical 
navigable field provides a logical interface between services (playback controls) and 
data in databases. Proehl further discloses that GUI enables the user to play a 
plurality of data from any of the sources (see column 5, lines 40-44). Accordingly 
the user is presented with one GUI that enables user to view all available data, 
regardless of their sources, and perform playback control on any of the data, thereby 
providing a uniform and generic service format with respect to plurality of databases 

At least one of the nodes (e.g. a particular CD track) is associated with 
several different services (play, stop, eject, etc. see column 9, lines 1-15) and at 
least one of the services is associated with several different nodes (i.e. play, stop, 
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eject/service can be applied to other tracks of the CD or another CD for effecting 
predefined actions). 

With further regards to claim 14, Proehl discloses the step of providing data 
from a plurality of non-uniform databases, such as television database, music 
download database, CD track lists, etc. (see column 5, lines 25-36). The plurality 
navigable fields that provides access to each of the databases (i.e. the "left" most 
navigable filed) reads on the first data interface providing access to data in a first 
database and the second data interface providing interface to data in a second 
database. See figures 5, 10, 15, and 17. 

Regarding claims 2, 3,15,1 6, 21 , 24 Proehl teaches wherein one of the 
applications is a GUI/API comprising a menu navigation hierarchy for navigating a 
through a plurality of multimedia content (available multimedia content, e.g., movies, 
CDs, etc.) and associated information (information about the application or status of 
the selected application) (50, 62 - fig. 3; col. 3, lines 1-30; col. 6, lines 28-30 & liens 
49-58; col. 7, lines 3-4; col. 5, lines 65-col. 6, line 7). 

Regarding claims 4 and 5, Proehl teaches an individual node is associated 
with each menu item in the menu item hierarchy (the individual servers provide the 
guide data for the menu items displayed; col. 5, lines 21-25, 31-35, 40-50; col. 13, 
lines 53-58; col. 11, lines 15-17; fig. 5; fig. 10). 

Regarding claim 6, Proehl teaches certain menu items in the hierarchy have 
sub-menu items associated therewith (col. 3, lines 30-35; col. 7, lines 42-46), and 
wherein each parent node (e.g. CD option, VCR option, Shopping option, TV option, 
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see fig. 7 and column 9, lines 24-28) associated with the certain menu items identify 
children nodes (sub-category listings, see figure 5, 10, 15, and 17 and column 9, 
lines 42-50) associated with each of the sub-menu items when the certain menu 
items are selected by a user. 

Regarding claims 7, 8, and 20, Proehl teaches a first type of nodes retrieves 
data from the first type of database that is an EPG database (see figure 10, column 
5, lines 32-35) and the second type is a CD database (see figure 7, col. 5, lines 43- 
54; col. 6, lines 51-54) 

Regarding claim 9, Proehl teaches an EPG database is transmitted over a 
live EPG feed from a cable provider (col. 5, lines 33-35, lines 43-47; col. 9, lines 65- 
67; in which a cable TV data source, e.g., a cable provider, provides the EPG data in 
the live feed using the VBI or a digital side band for example). 

Regarding claim 10, Proehl teaches the one of the nodes is a VCR, wherein 
all of the device controls are managed through the GUI. See column 5, lines 42-50 
and figure 19, step '650'. Accordingly, it is noted that a VCR can record and/or 
playback multimedia broadcasts. 

Regarding claim 11, Proehl teaches one service is a "tune to channel" service 
associated with all nodes (TV node, channel nodes, see figures 8, 9 and 11) 
containing information related to live multimedia broadcasts (upon selection of a 
particular channel, the channel is tuned to, see column 9, lines 63-67). 

With regards to claim 12, each individual node (sub-category node) maybe 
generated by highlighting the menu item (parent category node) associated with the 
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node and generating an "action" (selection) command (see column 9, lines 42-43, a 
TV option 216 is selected, and another vertical navigable field associated with the 
TV option is listed, see column 9, lines 45-50. 

Regarding claim 13, Proehl teaches one of the nodes is configured to retrieve 
Internet data (col. 1 1 , lines 1 5-1 8). 

Regarding claim 17, Proehl teaches a first service (e.g. selection of a parent 
node for selection of a device) is associated with both the first and second data 
interface objects (i.e. navigational list of 'devices' see figure 7) 

Regarding claim 18, Proehl teaches a second service associated with only 
one of the first and second data interface objects (e.g., 'channel' navigational list is 
available only for TV node and not for a CD node, see figures 6, 9, and 10). 

Regarding claim 19, Proehl teaches the fist service is a search service (the 
EPG service enables searching/navigating of information via the GUI) allowing a 
user to search for data related to the first and/or second data object (col. 5, lines 32- 
36, lines 51-53; col. 4, lines 21-24; col. 3, lines 1-9). 

Regarding claim 22 it is rejected with respect to claims 3, 4, and 5 as 
discussed above. 

Claim 23 is rejected with respect to claims 1 and 7, as discussed above. 

Regarding claims 25 and 26, a Proehl teaches a service layer comprised of a 
plurality of service objects (playback control interfaces) adapted to be performed on 
the nodes (e.g. CD track), wherein a single service object (e.g. play operator) may 
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perform actions for a plurality of nodes (plurality of CD tracks can have the 'play' 
option). See figure 6. 



6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Usha Raman whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
7380. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Fri: 9am-6pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Christopher Kelley can be reached on (571 ) 272-7331 . The 
fax phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is 
assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR 
only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. 
Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the 
Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like 
assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the 
automated information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571- 
272-1000. 
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